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This handbook is here to provide you with the ultimate tips to buying 
a sapphire, whether it be a loose stone or already set in a piece of 
jewellery. 

Sapphires are an incredible choice of gemstone when choosing fine 
jewellery, and can be just as great as diamonds, especially in terms 
of durability and value. They have been sought after for centuries and 
have been used within royal jewellery collections across the world. 
Sapphires can be commonly found across the world from regions 
such as Sri Lanka, Madagascar, Thailand, and China, among other 
places.  

These minerals fall under the gemstone category corundum. 
Gem-quality corundum stones can be of equal or higher value to dia-
monds, as they are rare, durable and stuningly beautiful. 

These unique stones come in every tone and color known, and un-
known, to man. Once polished and cut, they become a truly one-of-
a-kind, alluring stone that is ready to be added to a gorgeous design. 

Here is what you should consider when buying a sapphire. 

A radiant cut 1.59ct orange sap-
phire set with 3 bi-color sap-
phires in pear shape and radiant 
cut. They are set in an 18kt matte 
yellow gold band added orange 
sapphires and champagne dia-
monds.
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CUT
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WhaT TO COnSIder:

A 1.24ct unheated purple sap-
phire and VS1 diamonds set in 
18kt white gold.

CARAT



SapphireS Of 
all COlOrS

COlOr is one of the most important 
aspects when shopping for a sap-
phire, and it is also the most complex. 
Many people think that sapphires 
only come in the color blue, however 
this is not the case. They can come in 
virtually any color you can think of. 

Gem cutters, also known as lapidar-
ies, almost always cut gemstones in 
a way that enhances and emphasises 
the best qualities of that individual 
stone, such as its luster, fire, and lumi-
nescence. Cutting the gemstone in a 
way that accentuates its natural color 
normally makes the stone more valu-
able.

There are four important elements 
that make up gemstone color:
Hue, saturation, tone and coverage.

The hue is the initial color of the 
stone. Sapphires, for example, come 
in any color or tone you can think of. 
Some colors are more valuable than 
others, such as bi-color sapphires. 
Amazingly, bi-color sapphires are 
stones that harbour two different col-
ors as a result of color zoning. Color 
zoning happens when conditions of 
the trace elements which color the 
stone, change, making the stone in-
credibly unique and rare. 

Saturation is a stone’s brightness and 
intensity. This can range from dull to 
vivid. The more vibrant and saturated 
the stone, the higher the value.

A gem’s tone is the depth of color 
present within the stone, ranging 
from light to dark. Both light and dark 
tones of the same stone can have an 
equal value to each other.

Coverage simply refers to the consis-
tency and evenness of color through-
out the stone.

TOne

COverage

hue

SaTuraTiOn



One of the best things about choosing a sapphire is that the color choice is end-
less - you will be able to find any color that you desire.

A sapphire’s color varies due to the chemical makeup within that specific 
stone. Sapphires are categorized as the element corundum, which are made 
up of aluminum oxide and have traces of elements such as iron, titanium, 
and chromium among others. A sapphire’s color depends on the presence of 
different metal impurities present within the chemical makeup. For example, 
blue sapphires are blue because there are traces of titanium in them, and 
rubies are red because of the element chromium. 

The color scheme for sapphires is vast. You cannot simply find a green 
sapphire that is representative of all green sapphires. There can be infinite 
shades and hues of green sapphires, which is why sapphire jewellery is so 
unique. At Anpé, we source and handpick our own gemstones, and we al-
ways make clear to customers that sapphires are one of a kind due to their 
color. We will never be able to find an exact match to a previous stone within 
a design. 

Color is one of the aspects that affects the price of a sapphire the most. The 
rarer the color, the more expensive it becomes. Later in the handbook, we 
will discuss unnatural treatments that affect the color of sapphires, which is 
something that deducts value from the stone. If a sapphire is natural in color, 
is highly saturated and has an even hue, this means that this is a high quality 
and valuable stone. 

ChOOSing The COlOr 
Of yOur Sapphire

This ring holds a 1.27ct blue 
sapphire with VS1 diamonds in 
an asymmetric halo around the 
center stone. The gems are set 
in 18kt white gold, which gives a 
frozen and amazing icy blue tone 
to the ring.

color:

When searching for your sapphire, re-
member that you can find virtually any 
color you are looking for! Find the color 
that resonates with your style and go for 
it! It is not sure that you will be able to 
find the exact same color as the previous 
sapphire you may have looked at, as each 
individual stone is totally unique.



all sapphires are special, as they all contain a unique and one-of-a-kind 
beauty within them, however there are some sapphires that are rarer than 
others. These are color changing sapphires, padparadscha, and blue kashmir 
sapphires. 

Color changing sapphire:  A color changing sapphire is a stone that changes 
from one color to another depending on the light source, which makes them 
rare and therefore more expensive. They exhibit different colors in different 
lighting conditions, giving you two very exciting colors under the right condi-
tions.

Padparadscha: Padparadscha is a special variety of sapphire which features 
a beautiful mixture of orange and pink - it is essentially a marriage between 
a yellow sapphire and a ruby. Today, padparadscha is narrowly defined by 
Western gemologists as a Sri Lankan sapphire of delicate pinkish orange 
color. Padparadscha is one of the world‘s most expensive gems, with prices 
similar to those fetched by a fine ruby or emerald. This is because there are 
so few available on the market. 

Blue Kashmir Sapphires: Blue Kashmir sapphires are found in the Kashmir 
region and are one of the rarest and most expensive sapphires in the world. 
No other Kashmir sapphires have been found since discovery of a second 
mine in 1880’s. This means that all Kashmir sapphire available today come 
from only two mines. These stones boast a luxurious velvet blue color and 
are normally of incredible quality. Some alternatives to the Kashmir sapphire 
include the Burmese and Ceylonese sapphires. These gems also have a blue 
hue, but they don’t come close to replicating Kashmir’s precious structure.

SpeCial SapphireS
By COlOr

A stunning unheated 2ct. 
padparadscha



clarIty

This evaluates the overall clarity of 
the sapphire when viewed without 

magnification.

This differs from eye grade because 
the clarity is checked under 10x mag-

nification.

eye grade lOupe grade

The next step to look at when buying a sapphire is clarity. A sapphire’s clarity 
grade refers to the relative absence of inclusions, fractures, and blemish-
es that affect its appearance and structural integrity. These inclusions and 
blemishes are materials that are trapped inside the stone as well as surface 
imperfections, both of which vary due to the many ways gemstones form 
underground.

Sapphires almost always have some internal visual inclusions, even if it isn’t 
visible to the naked eye. Usually, sapphires with greater clarity are consid-
ered more valuable than gems of the same species with lower clarity, all 
other properties being equal. For some stones, like rubies, the difference can 
be significant. For others, the difference may be minimal.

That being said, some inclusions can have positive effects, by bringing a 
unique aura to the stone.

One of the major exceptions to the rule of clarity comes about with emer-
ald stones. Emeralds are incredibly prized throughout different cultures, but 
they are one of the gemstones that always occur with hints of other mineral 
traces in them. This is why you will see highly prized emeralds with some 
inclusions and flaws.

There are many different types of inclusions a sapphire can have, silk inclu-
sions being a common one. They are fine fibers of titanium dioxide or other 
minerals that resemble the look of silk. Well-formed silk indicates that the 
sapphire underwent no heat-treatment and is of natural origin. Silk is a pre-
ferred inclusion in sapphires.

This ring holds an unheated 
0.96ct teal sapphire set with VS1 
diamonds in 18kt yellow gold.

clariTy:

Search for a sapphire that has a good clar-
ity rating. This means that the stone should 
mostly be free of blemishes and inclusions.



cut

pOpular gemSTOne CuTS & ShapeS

There are several things to consider when choosing the cut of your sap-
phire. The cut is what allows the brilliance and beauty to pour through. It is 
important to view your sapphire in the light to see the varying facets and the 
symmetry with which it has been cut. A stone that is cut asymmetrically will 
not reflect the light as well as one that has been cut with precision in mind. 
Gem cutters have a massive artistic ability, as they take rough sapphires and 
hand cut them into the sparkling beauties you see mounted in a finished 
design.

A quality cut takes the other Four C’s into account and enhances a sapphire’s 
best features, such as the hue, saturation and color tone. A professional lap-
idary will be able to look at an individual sapphire and be able to determine 
the best angles to cut to bring out the stone’s inherent beauty - and in doing 
so, bring it the most value.

Beauty may be in the eye of the beholder, but there is a scientific expla-
nation for why you may appreciate a gemstone’s beauty in the way you do 
- and that is through reflection and refraction of light. All gemstones have a 
unique way in which they bend light (refraction) and bounce it to your eye 
(reflection).

Gem cutters have an incredible way of creating facets and surfaces that op-
timise the quality of light that passes through each gemstone into your eyes.

There are many different cuts and shapes that sapphires come in. When 
buying your sapphire you should choose the cut that resonates best with 
you.

Cushion Cut Round Brilliant
 Cut

Asscher Cut Marquise Cut Emerald Cut

Pear Shape 
with a Step 

Cut

Oval shape 
with a Step 

Cut

Round Radiant
Cut

Cushion Cut

Princess Cut

cuT:

A sapphire’s cut truly comes down to what 
you like aesthetically. However, you should 
look for a cut that has precision, symmetry 
and quality in mind. The better the quality of 
cut, the brighter and sparklier the stone.



carat

The Size of a gemstone is generally measured by weight in the metric 
known as carats (1 carat is equal to 1/5 of a gram). In terms of weight, sap-
phires are weighed in the same way as diamonds are. 

Traditionally, when purchasing a loose gem, the cost is given as a per-car-
at price and as the weight of a carat increases, so does the cost.

Unfortunately, prices are not “set in stone”. For example, the cost of a 1ct. 
sapphire will not equally double if you have a 2ct. sapphire. This is be-
cause larger stones are typically rarer in nature. The rarer the stone, the 
more desirable and expensive it becomes.

Milestone Carat Weights, otherwise known as “magic sizes,” are quarter 
sizes of diamonds, such as .25ct, .50ct, 1ct, etc. These popular sizes are 
generally easier to refer to, therefore making them higher in demand. But 
what is so “magical” about them? Well, the price magically jumps once a 
stone reaches the next quarter carat. 

Assuming the stones are equal in other Clarity, Color and Cut, a 1.02 ct. 
sapphire will be more expensive than a 0.90ct. sapphire. There are pros 
and cons to magic weights. One positive of purchasing a gemstone that 
doesn’t hit the magic weight is that you may pay less for not much of a 
visual size difference. The negative is that resale value may decrease if a 
stone is below the milestone carat weight.

A bi-color sapphire on 1.5ct. next 
to various other sized stones.

caraT:

When buying a sapphire, carat weight is im-
portant to think about because this will de-
termine the size and price of the stone. Keep 
not only your aesthetic in mind, but also your 
budget.



treatments
SapphireS are altered as soon as they come from the ground in their rough 
form and are cut and polished to become the wonderful stones we see in 
our jewellery today. But there are a number of treatments that are used to 
change the color and clarity of a sapphire.

Treatments that alter the appearance of a gemstone must legally be dis-
closed to consumers because they can affect the quality and durability of the 
stone.

As previously mentioned, color is one of the most important factors to look 
for when purchasing a sapphire. A heating treatment is often used for the 
purpose of altering a stone’s color or quality. It removes inclusions and im-
proves a sapphire’s hue and saturation. This affects a sapphire’s color grade, 
which could be considered one specific grade before treatment, but can 
jump up to a higher grade afterward.

Lattice diffusion is another treatment process that uses heat and chemicals 
to diffuse an element into a gemstone to artificially change its color. Lattice 
diffusion–treated sapphires can be any color. In some cases the added color 
is shallow. In others, it goes all the way through the stone. At Anpé, we never 
acquire gemstones that been through this specific treatment. 

When a gemstone is noted as “unheated”, this means that the color and clari-
ty are completely natural. Untreated stones are often of higher value because 
they are less common within the industry. Heated gems generally offer an 
affordable option for consumers, however it all depends on the other value 
factors. 

A vast majority of the stones from Anpé Atelier are unheated and professional 
certificate is always provided which gives information on what exactly has or 
has not been done to the gemstone.

Overall, finding a sapphire that is treated or untreated is entirely up to you! It 
depends on whether you prefer to have a completely untreated stone or not. 
Either way, you are sure to end up with an incredibly beautiful sapphire. This ring stack consists of two separate 

rings. One ring holds an unheated 3.06ct 
peach sapphire set in a low setting with 4 
VS1 diamonds on each side of the center 
stone. The other ring is shaped around 
the peach sapphire ring and holds 7 VS 
diamonds. Both rings are made in 18kt 
rose gold.

TreaTmenTS:

Whether or not you purchase a treated or 
untreated sapphire is up to you. Generally, an 
unheated sapphire has a higher value be-
cause it is rarer than sapphires that have been 
treated.




